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Abstract: this article defines a learner –centered approach to assessing listening 
skill. Moreover the purpose of this paper is twofold. First, we will briefly define what 
is meant by a learner-centered approach. Secondly, we will provide a rationale for 
infusing learner-centered techniques in classroom assessment. 
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Classroom teachers could expect similar benefits from adopting assessment 
practices that utilize learner-centered techniques. Classroom teachers who involve 
their students in test development, administration, and marking, would find their 
students becoming more motivated and responsible. Learner involvement in 
classroom assessment would also raise both teacher and learner awareness of learning 
and test-taking strategies. Involvement would additionally help students to identify 
their own strengths and weaknesses in listening comprehension. Finally, a learner-
centered approach to assessment would promote student autonomy and independent 
learning skills. 
1. Testing the listening skill: Listening has been frequently identified as a skill 
area that is often tested but rarely taught. Even in non-assessment situations most 
classroom listening activities center around the some pre-listening task followed by 
listening to a monologue or conversation and answering some form of comprehension 
questions which are then evaluated. Feedback consists of students comparing their 
answers with a "correct" answer. Many proponents of communicative language 
teaching advise, however, that language teachers shift from an orientation of "we will 
teach only what we can test" to finding ways to evaluate those skills that are 
important for learners. A learner-centered approach to listening comprehension 
assessment would provide classroom teachers with an excellent opportunity to 
discover what learners’ value in listening. 
2. A framework for incorporating learner-centered techniques in listening 
assessment: Incorporating a learner-centered approach to listening assessment entails 
three necessary steps. First, classroom teachers should evaluate the learner-
centeredness of their present assessment practices. Secondly, teachers need to 
identify the areas in listening assessment (i.e., test development, administration, 
marking) in which learners can be actively involved without compromising standards 
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or upsetting local educational practices. Finally, teachers need to develop, pilot, and 
infuse learner-centered listening assessment activities into normal classroom routine.  
3. Evaluating the learner-centeredness of classroom listening assessment 
practice: The following checklist (see Figure 1) represents a tool teachers can use to 
evaluate the learner-centeredness of their current listening assessment practices.  
4. Areas for student involvement in listening assessment: After teachers have 
evaluated the learner-centeredness of their current assessment practice, they need to 
identify specific areas in listening assessment in which their students could be 
actively involved. The classroom assessment process is usually divided into three 
major phases: test content and development, administration, and marking. In the test 
content and development phase, teachers identify skill or sub-skill areas to be tested, 
choose topics or themes, and select and write test questions and instructions. In the 
test administration phase, teachers make decisions regarding the date and time of the 
test, student seating arrangement, equipment and media (audiotape, videotape, live 
reader) needed, and what interaction and extra materials are allowed. This is the 
phase where all administrative testing policies and procedures are addressed. Once 
tests have been administered, they need to be scored. Important areas like developing 
marking criteria, deciding who marks the test, and checking and recording scores 
need to be considered.  
5. Sample learner-centered assessment activities: Although classroom teachers 
usually assume full responsibility for all aspects of the testing process, each phase in 
the assessment process offers valuable opportunities to involve learners. The teacher 
role should be to decide which area(s) are appropriate for student involvement as well 
as to design and monitor activities where students take responsibility for certain 
aspects of the listening assessment process.  
The following sample activities involve students in deciding what is to be tested, 
selecting or producing appropriate materials, writing test questions, administering 
listening tests, and scoring such tests. All of these activities can be adapted for 
different skill areas in addition to listening. Proponents of learner-centered 
approaches maintain that increased learner involvement in aspects of the learning 
experience is highly beneficial.  
I conclude that the benefits of learner involvement should be further extended 
into classroom assessment practices. Involving learners in their own listening 
assessment would be both motivating for students as well as help teachers gain 
insight into what their students really value. Although good testing practice seems to 
be at odds with a learner-centered approach, we believe that, not only is it possible to 
infuse aspects of learner-centeredness into the listening assessment process, but that 
classroom teachers should be actively pursuing this goal. Proponents of learner-
centered approaches maintain that increased learner involvement in aspects of the 
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learning experience is highly beneficial. We conclude that the benefits of learner 
involvement should be further extended into classroom assessment practices. 
Involving learners in their own listening assessment would be both motivating for 
students as well as help teachers gain insight into what their students really value.  
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